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August 28, 2020
Dear Parents/Carers,

We are delighted to see all of the children back in school this week.  In particular, we want to welcome all those children and families who are new to our school environment.  You can all be assured that our dedicated staff in St. Laurence O’Toole’s will continue to work hard to provide a warm and inclusive environment for all of our pupils.  

We want to congratulate all the boys and girls on their return to school after such a long time away.  They have been truly amazing all week and have settled really well.
We also want to thank you for the support and patience you have shown during this Induction week.  This gave us the opportunity not only to focus on the children’s pastoral needs and reintroduction into school life, but also gave us a chance to explain the many changes implemented in preparation for a full return on Tuesday 1st September.  During the month of September, we will continue to focus on the pastoral needs of the children and operate a Recovery Curriculum, which will give the children opportunities to revise literacy and numeracy concepts, to participate in class discussions and to engage in creative lessons which encourage social interaction.

We appreciate your adherence to the new routines that have been put in place and we hope we have addressed any issues/queries you have had.  If not, please feel free to contact the school directly and we will address any further questions you may have.  We do stress that these routines have been drafted in line with DE guidance on Coronavirus and have been put in place for the health and safety of the entire school community.
Matters that have arisen over Induction week:
· Children may bring in a fresh water bottle to school each day which will be disposed of.  We have also offered to refill water bottles for those of you who would prefer to have water bottles left in school.

· If your child has a spare coat they can leave it in school on the back of their chairs.  If not, they may bring a coat in/out of school each day.  They must not bring any other items into school from home.
· Children may not enter the school prior to their dedicated arrival time.  All families have been issued with a specific cohort time and these MUST be adhered to.  However, having trialled these we feel that we are now in a position to shorten the length of time in between each cohort.  
Cohorts B, C and D have been issued with a new time so please see the Table below for your new time of arrival. This table has also been posted on the school website.  
If your child arrives at school out of their specified time, you will be asked to wait with them at the gate until their specified time.  
	NEW Drop Off Times



	8:45
	Cohort A

	8:50
	Cohort B

	8:55
	Cohort C

	9:00
	Cohort D


Staff may arrive at school prior to 8:45 but this will NOT be for supervisory purposes.  We thank you for your patience and support with this.
· Parents and carers MUST NOT enter the school grounds at drop off, collection times and throughout the school day. Teachers and other staff in school will be unavailable unless you have a prior appointment made via the Office. 
· Staggered arrival and departure times will continue after the initial Induction period but will be kept under review.  

· A chart has been posted on our website entitled “Quickguide to Coronavirus related absences” for your information.
· All information regarding the school restart as well as other important information has been uploaded on to our school website which is available via the School App.  Again, I would like to stress that it is your responsibility to keep yourselves up to date with this information which, under the current circumstances, is constantly changing.  
Below are the instructions for downloading the School App if you have not already done so:
· Log onto the school website www.stlaurenceotooles.co.uk
· Download our school App (bottom left hand side of the screen)

· Select “Armagh”

· Scroll for “St. Laurence O’Toole’s P.S.”

· Please select to state that you would like notifications from this App

(If you are experiencing problems receiving messages, please click on the Help/Support button to resolve any issues which will be dealt with individually.)

Uniform

Earlier in the year we decided that for Term 1 children have the choice of wearing either the full school uniform or the PE uniform and this still remains.  We will inform you when we require the PE uniform to be worn on PE days only.  Currently, the children will not be participating in PE lessons whereby they need to share resources.  However, we will be including physical activities in our weekly timetables and will use every opportunity to get the children outside.  

School Dinners/Breaks

School meals will resume from September 1st and the price of a school dinner is £2.60.  A menu will be available as normal.  September’s menu has already been posted on the school website which can be accessed via the school App.  School dinner times will be staggered and will be eaten at the child’s own desk in their classroom.  
If your child pays for dinners, we ask parents/carers to put dinner money in to a sealed envelope each Monday for the week or on the first day of the month for the month.  These will be collected by the class teacher/secretary.  Please include the following information on the envelope:

· Name of child

· Class

· Number of days that your child is taking dinner

· Amount of money enclosed

Monies MUST be paid in advance.
As a reminder, if your child receives Free School Meals you must apply to the Education Authority each year for this to be renewed. It is the responsibility of parents and guardians to reapply for Free School Meals. For more information on applying for Free School Meals please visit: 

https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/free-school-meals-uniform-grants
If your child brings a packed lunch from home, it is preferable this is brought to school in a disposable paper bag (with child’s name, especially younger pupils) which will be binned in school (this includes drinks – non fizzy). Where a child forgets to bring their packed lunch from home, school will supply a school meal from our Canteen. This is to avoid having to return to the school. Families not entitled to Free School Meals will be charged for the meal.   
Break – as per school policy on healthy break – fruit cut and peeled in a disposable bag/bread, plain biscuit (no chocolate/sweets even in yoghurts!!).  
We should also like to remind you that St. Laurence O’Toole’s P.S. remains a nut-free zone and that no products containing nuts should be sent in to school.
Milk will be available from Monday 28th September.  The price of this is £4.00 per month and we ask that you place this in a sealed envelope with your child’s name and the amount marked on the front.  If you wish to pay for the Term, the total is £12.00.
Homework 
Currently school is considering how homework will operate (in line with DE guidance). This will most likely be a mixture of online and paper packs which will be sent home and supported using Class Dojo.  Further information will be provided on this. There will be no homework for the month of September.
This year we intend to introduce digital homework to enable children to develop appropriate on line communication and collaboration skills.  This will be aimed at children from P4-P7 initially.  More information on this will follow at a later date.
Permission walking home alone (P4 – P7 only) 
Please send in a note stating that you give your child(ren) permission to walk home from school.  These will be collected by class teacher/Secretary.

Change of Details

Have you changed your: 

- Email 

- Telephone number 

- Address 

If you have please make sure the school has your up to date details.
School Holidays (provisional and subject to change/amendment)
A list of our School Closures for the 2020/21 year has been posted on to the School website and has also been distributed as part of the Return to School Data Collection pack.

After Schools Activity Club
Schools are advised at present to minimise contact between protective bubbles. With this in mind we are currently unable to offer our Activity and After School Clubs. This will be kept under review. We will keep you informed when such provision will be available.

We would once again like to thank you for your patience at this time as we become used to the new rules and routines.  We have uploaded some pictures from this week up on our website.  As you can see the children are becoming familiar with their new surroundings and they have all expressed how happy they are to be back among their friends – as you will note from our Primary 6/7 thoughts (attached) about being back in school!!
Finally, we ask God to bless our new school year and to keep us strong in faith, hope and love.

Yours sincerely,

Brea Friel

Principal
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I’m glad to be back at school to see my friends





I’m glad to be back at school so I can see all my friends





I’m glad to see my friends





I am happy to be back in school because I can see my friends.





I am happy to see my friends and get back to school





I am happy to see my friends.  I am glad to go somewhere in the morning!





I am happy to be back at school to see my friends and to be back to normal again.





I am very happy about being back at school with all my friends and teachers, and all the work we have to do is great.





I am happy to be back at school to see my friends again





I am glad to be back to school because I can see my friends and teachers





I’m happy to see my friends again and to get in routine again





I’m happy to see my friends





I get to see all my friends and teachers.





I’m happy because I’m allowed to see my friends





I am happy because I can see my friends and learn





Happy to see my friends again
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